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November 26, 2012 

 

 

 

Dr. Christine M. Keller 

Executive Director 

Voluntary System of Accountability Program 

1307 New York Ave NW, Suite 400 

Washington, DC   20005 

 

Dear Dr. Keller: 

 

As Chair of the GRE Board, the group that oversees GRE tests, services and research, as well as establishes all 

policies for the GRE Program, I would like to summarize a recent discussion held at our GRE Board Meeting in 

October. During the GRE Board Meeting, the GRE Program discussed the Voluntary System of Accountability 

(VSA) Program and the proposal for revised options for reporting student learning outcomes as part of the College 

Portrait of Undergraduate Education. Specifically, there was a discussion of the option to allow institutions to use 

GRE scores for reporting student learning outcomes. The GRE Program had an extensive set of discussions with the 

GRE Board and Committees regarding this proposal. These discussions covered a broad range of perspectives 

including policy issues and the psychometric aspects of the proposed use. The Board and Committee members gave 

this item great consideration and thought when coming to a decision. 

 

There was consensus among the GRE Board and Committee members that we do not support using GRE General 

Test scores to document student learning outcomes. The Board’s primary concerns were as follows: a) the General 

Test was not designed nor has it been validated for use as a student learning outcomes assessment, and b) GRE 

General Test examinees represent only a self-selected portion of those individuals interested in attending graduate 

school. An institution’s average GRE General Test scores may not reflect the quality of the undergraduate 

institution’s programs or curricula.  There was a considerable amount of discussion regarding the appropriate use, 

interpretation, and inferences that can be made based on GRE test scores. 

 

Given this decision, the GRE Board respectfully requests that the GRE General Test be removed as one of the 

options for reporting student learning outcomes. In addition to our discussions regarding the GRE General Test, the 

Board also noted that there are other assessment tools that would be more appropriate, including the ETS 

Proficiency Profile, which were explicitly designed for use in assessing student learning outcomes. 

 

The GRE Board would also like to emphasize that ETS strongly supports the assessment of student learning 

outcomes and appreciates the challenge within higher education institutions to prepare students for graduate and 

professional education. 

 

Please understand that this topic was given full and extensive consideration by the Board. The GRE Board 

recognizes the importance of the VSA initiative and the need to have reliable and valid assessments of student 

learning outcomes. We think that the GRE General Test is not the appropriate assessment for measuring student 

learning outcomes.  

 

Sincerely, 

   
Lisa A Tedesco     

Chair, GRE Board     

 


